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GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

May 5, 2020 
 

The May 5, 2020 meeting was held in the Board of County Commissioners’ meeting room located at 
200 E. Virginia Avenue, Gunnison, Colorado. Present were: 
 
Jonathan Houck, Chairperson  Matthew Birnie, County Manager 
John Messner, Vice-Chairperson Elizabeth Mense, Deputy County Clerk 
Roland Mason, Commissioner Others Present as Listed in Text   
 
GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING: 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Houck called the meeting to order at 8:31 am.   
 
AGENDA REVIEW: The Colorado Counties Casualty Property Pool Loss Ratio Report was removed from 
the agenda. It will be rescheduled on a future agenda.  
 
Commissioner Houck noted for the record that Commissioner Messner and Commissioner Mason are 
participating in the meeting via Zoom Meeting. Commissioner Houck and County Manager Birnie are in 
attendance in the boardroom.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Moved by Commissioner Mason, seconded by Commissioner Messner to approve 
the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion carried.  

1. Alcohol Beverage License Renewals; Hotel & Restaurant (County) License #03-06291; Fermented 
Malt Beverage On/Off (County) License #05-23848-0002; Three Rivers Smokehouse / Three Rivers 
Resort 

2. Alcohol Beverage License Renewal; Fermented Malt Beverage Off (County) License #04-01232; 
SkyHighColorado LLC, dba Taylor Park Trading Post 

3. Alcohol Beverage License Renewal; Liquor Store (County) License #05-32593-0002; Ferro John 
LLC dba Ferros Liquors  

4. Grant Application; Gunnison County Juvenile Diversion and Marijuana Cash Fund SFY 2020-2021; 
$35,000 

5. Grant Application; Community Foundation of the Gunnison Valley; Gunnison Valley COVID-19 
Recovery Fund; $4,000 

6. Grant Application; Community Foundation of the Gunnison Valley; Gunnison County Substance 
Abuse Prevention Project; $3,000 

7. Application for Federal Assistance SF-424; Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport; $15,408,700 
8. Gunnison County Integrated Community Care Team Amendment #1; United Healthcare Services, 

Inc., Reunion Health and Rocky Mountain Health Maintenance Organization; Extend Performance 
Period to 12/31/20 

9. Contractor Agreement; Denise Steiskal; Professional Title and Administration Training of Assessor 
Staff; 5/12/2020 thru 9/30/2020; $12,000 

10. Contractor Agreement; Town of Crested Butte and Coal Creek Watershed Coalition; Mt. Emmons 
and Coal Creek Project; 1/1/2020 thru 12/31/2020; $15,600 

11. Employee Health & Welfare Benefit Plan Claims Administration Agreement; Group & Pension 
Administrators, Inc.; 1/1/2020 

12. Ground Lease Agreement; John Councilman, Inc.; 25315 SH 135, Crested Butte, CO 81224; 
5/5/2020 thru 10/31/2020 

13. Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport Terminal Independent Fee Estimate Proposal; Mead & 
Hunt, Inc.; $9,500 

 
SCHEDULING: 
There is a Joint Public Hearing with the Planning Commission on 5/29/20.  
 
COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT: County Manager Matthew Birnie was present for the discussion.  

1. Region 10 Revolving Loan Fund: 
CM Birnie provided an update on the Region 10 Revolving Loan Fund. To date, 60 applications 
were received. CM Birnie spoke to Region 10 on 5/4/20, they are currently working on reviewing 
and underwriting the applications. Given the public interest and number of applications received, 
CM Birnie requested authority to add up to $100,000 to the fund, if needed.  
Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Messner to authorize County Manager 
Birnie to add an additional $100,000 to the Region 10 Revolving Loan Fund from the COVID-19 
contingency fund. Motion carried.  

2. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Funding Options: 
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CM Birnie discussed PPE funding options, supply replenishment, distribution and the PPE starters kits for 
businesses within the community. CM Birnie requested an expenditure of $30,000 from the COVID-19 fund 
for PPE. 
Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Mason to authorize the expenditure of 
$30,000 from the COVID-19 fund for the purchase of personal protective equipment. Motion carried.  
 

- CM Birnie provided an update on the Gunnison County Library Project.  
- CM Birnie briefly discussed the airport project.  
- CM Birnie provided an update on the Lot 22 project.  

 
DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT: Deputy County Manager Marlene Crosby was present for 
the discussion.  

- DCM Crosby reported that there are still 6 residences within the Dos Rios Institutional Control 
boundaries that are served by wells rather than being on the Dos Rios water system. Those wells 
are regularly monitored by the Department of Energy. The Department of Energy and the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment notified Marlene that they have received grant 
funding for the connection of those homes to the system if the owners are willing to do so. The 
County would be asked to waive the tap fee as a contribution to the project. No other properties 
were charged tap fees as they were connected. DCM Crosby asked if the Board would support her 
contacting the owners to have open discussions about possible connections, agree that the County 
was willing to manage the project, though it would be paid for by others, and indicate if they were 
willing to waive the tap fee. The Board supported the project and authorized staff to move forward. 

- DCM Crosby noted that the Public Works crew is working with Three Rivers Resort to establish 
drainage and mitigate some parking and traffic issues. 

- DCM provided an update on Cottonwood Pass. Public Works intends to open Cottonwood Pass on 
June 1, 2020, the same day as Chaffee County. The Board agreed with the June 1st opening.  

- DCM Crosby discussed the opening of the Brush Creek, County Road 38, Cement Creek, Jack’s 
Cabin & Kebler Pass gates.  
The Board consensus was to open Kebler Pass after May 26th.  
 

Lot Cluster Agreement and Declaration; Wendy Tomlinson; Lots 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16 on the 
East Side of 3rd Ave, LaVeta Placer, Pitkin, CO: 
Administrative Services Manager Beth Baker was present for the discussion. She explained that Wendy 
Tomlinson has applied to cluster her lots in LaVeta Placer, Lots 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16. The taxes are 
current and the utility companies have agreed to the cluster. The application was reviewed and 
approved by the Community Development Director and County Attorney.  
Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Messner to approve the Lot Cluster Agreement 
and Declaration for Wendy Tomlinson; Lots 8, 10, 12, 14 and 16 on the East side of 3rd Avenue, LaVeta 
Placer, Pitkin, CO as presented and authorize the full Board signature.  
 
Resolution; Deferring Payment of Airport Rents, Fees and Charges; 4/1/2020 thru 6/30/2020: 
Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Messner to approve Resolution 2020-20; A 
Resolution Deferring Payment of Airport Rents, Fees and Charges. Motion carried.  
 
Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport Agreements; Terminal Project: 

1. Authorization for County Manager to Negotiate and Execute a Contract for the Balance 
of Architectural Services; $1,500,000: 
CM Birnie requested authorization to negotiate and execute a contract with Gensler for the balance 
of architectural services for the Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport terminal project.  
Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner to authorize the County Manager to 
negotiate, execute and sign the contract, when ready, for the balance of architectural services and 
amend the contract as necessary. Motion carried.  

2. Authorization for County Manager to Negotiate and Execute a Pre-Construction 
Agreement for Pre-Construction Services: 
CM Birnie requested authorization to negotiate and execute a pre-construction and construction 
agreement with Shaw for pre-construction and construction services at the Gunnison-Crested Butte 
Regional Airport for the airport terminal project. The fiscal impact is $25,000 which will be 
reimbursed 100% by the CARE Act grant.  
Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Mason to authorize the County 
Manager to negotiate and execute a pre-construction and construction agreement. Motion carried. 

  
BREAK: The meeting briefly recessed at 9:30 am. The meeting resumed at 9:36 am.  
 
COMMISSIONER ITEMS:  
Roland Mason-  

1. Commissioner Mason discussed a recent Region 10 meeting he attended.  
2. Commissioner Mason provided an update from the Housing Authority regarding the housing fund 

proposal.  
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3. Commissioner Mason discussed a recent Gunnison Valley Rural Transportation Authority (RTA) 
meeting he attended.  

4. Commissioner Mason noted that the Marble Town Council is meeting this week to discuss the 
Marble Broadband Project.  

 
The Board briefly discussed COVID-19 response.  
 
John Messner-  

1. Commissioner Messner discussed the CARES Act and COVID-19 relief funding.  
Jonathan Houck-  

1. Commissioner Houck discussed recent conversations with the National Park Service and Bureau of 
Land Management regarding the re-opening of boat ramps, campgrounds, and recreation sites.  

 
UNSCHEDULED CITIZENS: There were no Unscheduled Citizens present 
 
ADJOURN: Moved by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Messner to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 10:01 am.  
 
 
        

_________________________________ 
Jonathan Houck, Chairperson 

  
 

 _________________________________ 
John Messner, Vice-Chairperson 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Roland Mason, Commissioner 

 
 
 

Minutes Prepared By: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Elizabeth Mense, Deputy County Clerk 
 
Attest: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kathy Simillion, County Clerk 

 
GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TEXT INCLUSION INTO MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF GUNNISON COUNTY 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-20 
 

A RESOLUTION DEFFERING PAYMENT OF AIRPORT OF RENTS, FEES, AND CHARGES 
 
WHEREAS on March 10, 2020, Colorado Governor Jared Polis declared a State of Emergency related to 
the presence of the Novel Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) in the State of Colorado; and  
 
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19 outbreak a global 
pandemic; and  
 
WHEREAS on March 13, 2020, President Donald J. Trump issued a proclamation declaring the COVID-19 
outbreak in the United States constitutes a national emergency; and  
 
WHEREAS, travel has been restricted to and from certain countries and many companies have suspended 
travel by employees and many families and individuals are avoiding air travel; and  
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WHEREAS, to date, the State of Colorado and Gunnison County has significantly limited business activities 
and public gatherings, through the issuance of Public Health Orders; and  
 
WHEREAS, air traffic has declined sharply, both nationally and at the Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional 
Airport (the Airport), and airlines have reduced domestic capacity by approximately ninety percent (90%) 
or more in light of reduced demand; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County wishes to support and sustain our airport business partners during this crisis in a 
fair and nondiscriminatory way; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board has a fiduciary duty to protect the financial position of the Airport and ensure that 
short-term steps to support airport business partners does not jeopardize the Airport as a self-sustaining 
enterprise.  
 
WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport Policy on Temporary 
Deferral of Airport Rates and Charges, attached hereto and incorporated herein, by reference as 
Appendix A,  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Gunnison County, 
Colorado that the Gunnison-Crested Butte Regional Airport Policy on Temporary Deferral of Airport Rates 
and Charges attached hereto as Appendix A shall be and is hereby adopted. 
 
INTRODUCED by Commissioner Houck, seconded by Commissioner Messner and adopted this 5th day of 
May, 2020.  

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF GUNISON COUNTY, COLORADO 

Houck – yes; Messner – yes; Mason – yes.  
 


