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GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SPECIAL MEETING & WORK SESSION AGENDA   


 
DATE:  Thursday, May 14, 2020 Page 1 of 1 
PLACE:   Board of County Commissioners’ Meeting Room at the Gunnison County Courthouse  
   (REMOTE)  
 


NOTE:  This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time.  All times are approximate.  The 
County Manager and Deputy County Manager’s reports may include administrative items not listed.  Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded 
and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM.   Work Sessions are not recorded and formal action cannot be taken.  For further information, contact the County 
Administration office at 641-0248.  If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the meeting.   


GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SPECIAL MEETING: 
 
4:00 pm • Call to Order 
 
  •        Resolution; A Resolution and Declaration Establishing a Third Extension of the Gunnison County 
            COVID-19 Local Disaster Emergency  
 
 • Adjourn 
 
GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS WORK SESSION: 
 
4:05 • COVID-19 Response  
 
 • Adjourn 
 
Zoom Meeting: 
Time: May 14, 2020 04:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83645045503?pwd=RjByQXprU2x3RDRiZ0ZDMTFSVnE5dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 836 4504 5503 
Password: 060055 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,83645045503#,,1#,060055# US (Houston) 
+14086380968,,83645045503#,,1#,060055# US (San Jose) 
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5/13/2020


Board of County Commissioners' Signature


A RESOLUTION AND DECLARATION ESTABLISHING A THIRD EXTENSION OF THE GUNNISON COUNTY COVID-19 LOCAL
DISASTER EMERGENCY


lhibbard@gunnisoncounty.org


5/14/2020


Lauren Hibbard







BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF GUNNISON, STATE 


OF COLORADO 


RESOLUTION NO. 2020-___ 


A RESOLUTION AND DECLARATION ESTABLISHING A THIRD EXTENSION OF 


THE GUNNISON COUNTY COVID-19 LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY 


 


WHEREAS, as of March 12, 2020, Gunnison County Department of Health and Human 


Services (“DHHS”) confirmed three cases of COVID-19 within the county and public health 


experts anticipate that, due to the contagiousness of the illness and the fact that numerous 


travelers from around the world visit the county, over the coming weeks or months, Gunnison 


County will continue to see cases of the virus and its transmission within the community; and  


 


WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, pursuant to the authority provided by law and delegated by the 


Board of County Commissioners, the Gunnison County Manager declared a local disaster 


emergency because the cost and magnitude of responding to and recovering from the impact of 


the ensuing event is far in excess of the county’s available resources; and  


 


WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a National 


Emergency due to COVID-19; and 


 


WHEREAS, on May 8, 2020, the Governor of the State of Colorado issued an executive order 


amending and extending the state of disaster emergency due to COVID-19 for an additional 30 


days; and 


 


WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-33.5-709(1) “A local disaster may be declared only by the 


principal executive officer of a political subdivision.  It shall not be continued or renewed in 


excess of seven days except by or with the consent of the governing board of the political 


subdivision”; and 


 


WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, the Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners passed 


a Resolution extending the local disaster emergency declared by the County Manager for an 


additional 30 days; and 
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WHEREAS, on April 7, 2020, the Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners passed a 


second Resolution extending the local disaster emergency declared by the County Manager for 


an additional 30 days; and 


 


WHEREAS, pursuant to the aforementioned Resolution, the current local disaster emergency 


declaration expires on May 18, 2020; and 


 


WHEREAS, the conditions that spurred the Gunnison County Manager to initially declare the 


local disaster emergency, and for the Board of County Commissioners to extend this declaration, 


have not abated; and  


 


WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has confirmed to a reasonable degree the 


continued existence of such emergency; and 


 


WHEREAS, the public health, safety and welfare of Gunnison County citizens remains in 


danger; and 


 


WHEREAS, persons are or will be harmed unless continued efforts are undertaken to reduce the 


threat to life caused by this emergency; and 


 


WHEREAS, “The effect of a declaration of local disaster emergency is to activate the response 


and recovery aspects of any and all applicable local and interjurisdictional disaster and 


emergency plans and to authorize the furnishing of aid and assistance under such plans.” C.R.S. 


§ 24-33.5-709(2); and  


 


WHEREAS, defining clear roles for and direction to those responding to the local disaster 


emergency and operating under Gunnison County’s emergency operations plan will allow a more 


effective response; 


 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 


Gunnison County, Colorado: 
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THAT, the Gunnison County Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) confirms, determines, 


and declares that the presence and likelihood of additional cases of the COVID-19 virus within 


Gunnison County and the State of Colorado constitute a local disaster emergency that warrants 


continuing the emergency response and furnishing aid and assistance to affected portions of the 


community.  


 


THAT, the Board recognizes that the Sheriff of Gunnison County is a constitutional officer 


charged with maintaining public order within Gunnison County and is authorized under state law 


to enforce orders of the Gunnison County Department of Health and Human Services (“DHHS”) 


as well as other governmental directives related to disasters and emergencies, all as reasonably 


necessary to protect the safety of the public.  The Board requests the Sheriff to enforce the orders 


of DHHS and continue taking other actions as necessary to ensure the safety of the public during 


this local disaster emergency. 


 


THAT, the Emergency Manager for Gunnison County and the Gunnison County Director of 


Health and Human Services are coordinating the countywide response to the disaster, including 


with partners of Gunnison County, such as the towns within the county, first responders, human 


services, healthcare and emergency medical services providers, providers of critical 


infrastructure for the community, and other providers of important and necessary services to the 


public.  The Board directs the Emergency Manager and Director of Health and Human Services 


to continue to work closely with these partners to ensure a coordinated response throughout the 


county, and to continue to utilize Gunnison County staff and other resources as necessary for an 


effective response, in consultation with the Board as appropriate.  


 


THAT, the Gunnison County Manager manages the general operations of the county and serves 


as a liaison to municipalities within the county and others.  The Board directs the County 


Manager to continue coordinating with internal and external partners and to direct county staff as 


appropriate and necessary to address the local disaster emergency.  The Board also directs the 


County Manager to work with directors and managers within the county to address staff illness, 


sick time, working remotely, and similar topics to ensure the continuity of operations within the 


County in consultation with the Board as appropriate.  


 


THAT, this local disaster emergency will continue indefinitely until amended, extended, or 


rescinded by the Board. 


 


THAT, this Resolution and Declaration shall be promptly filed with the Gunnison County Clerk 


and Recorder and with the Office of Emergency Management. 
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THAT, this Resolution and Declaration is necessary for the public health, safety and welfare of 


the citizens of the County of Gunnison, State of Colorado. 


 


MOVED, READ AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of the County of 


Gunnison, State of Colorado, this ____ day of May, 2020.  


 


Introduced by Commissioner _____________________, seconded by Commissioner 


_________________ and adopted this ____ day of May, 2020.  


 


GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 


COMMISSIONERS 


 


    By: _____________________________ 


     Jonathan Houck, Chairperson 


 


    By:  


     John Messner, Commissioner 


 


    By: _____________________________ 


     Roland Mason, Commissioner 


 


ATTEST: 


 


_____________________________ 


Deputy County Clerk     
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