
BRIEFS
Recreational pot sales 
now legit locally

Recreational marijuana sales 
in the Gunnison Valley are no 
longer a pipe dream. The first sales 
of pot and pot products began 
Wednesday morning at Acme 
Dispensary on Belleview Avenue in 
Crested Butte. Town Council voted 
unanimously 5-0 Tuesday night 
to approve Acme’s application for 
recreational sales. Two council 
members, Mayor Aaron Huckstep 
and Councilman Jim Schmidt, 
were not present for the vote, 
which came after a public hearing 
that no one attended, according to 
Town Clerk Shelley Jansen.

Sales began at Acme at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, and employees 
described business as “steady” all 
morning. To celebrate, the business 
hosted an open house with music, 
food and drinks later in the day. 
Acme was formerly a medical 
marijuana outlet, but changed 
its license to sell recreational 
marijuana after Town Council 
voted to allow recreational sales 
in the town last fall. Council 
approved up to five permits for 
either medical, recreational or dual 
sales of marijuana, but businesses 
must first obtain a recreational 
license from the state before a 
town permit will be issued. The 
businesses are limited to a section 
of Belleview Avenue between Third 
and Fifth streets, and a block and 
a half on the north end of Sixth 
Street.

Drought assistance 
available for ag. 
producers

Agricultural producers in 
Ouray, Gunnison and Montrose 
counties may be eligible for 
emergency loans. The loans 
are being provided as a result of 
Colorado’s disaster designation for 
primary and contiguous counties, 
for damages and losses caused by 
drought. The low-interest loans are 
available to operators of family-size 
farms or ranches who are unable to 
obtain credit elsewhere.  

Loans are based on physical 
and production losses caused by 
drought that began this past June. 
Producers must file an application 
for an emergency loan through the 
Farm Service Agency by Feb. 12. 
Each application will be considered 
on its own merit, taking into 
account the extent of losses, 
available security, repayment ability 
and other eligibility requirements. 
For more information, contact 
Laurie Neilson, at 970.241.3459, 
ext. 2.  

County to receive $1 
million for courthouse

G u n n i s o n  C o u n t y 
Commissioners approved a 
$1 million Department of Local 
Affairs (DOLA) grant during their 
regular meeting on Tuesday. The 
contract has not yet been received 
by the county, but commissioners 
moved to allow County Manager 
Matthew Birnie to sign the 
agreement once it’s received. 
The funds will be put toward the 
county’s courthouse reconstruction 
project. 

DOLA grants are awarded by 
the state of Colorado to address 
public facility and service needs. 
Gunnison County will receive 
the full amount they requested 
from the state. “We didn’t expect 
to get the whole thing,” said 
Commissioner Phil Chamberland, 
“Obviously, Paula and Matthew did 
a good job on their presentation 
(to DOLA).”

Community leaders from across 
the Gunnison Valley recently 
returned from Glenwood Springs 
after an intensive, three-day 
community prosperity workshop 
called the Community Builders 
Leadership Institute, hosted by the 
Sonoran Institute. 

The team was made up of 
representatives from the public and 
private sectors, and was awarded a 
scholarship to attend the event. 

In discussion forums and 
presentations from experts from 
around the region and the nation 
during the conference Jan. 15-17, 
the team made progress toward 
the goal of creating a framework 
for valley-wide partnership and 
collaboration. They report having 
come away from the event with a 
fresh set of ideas and a new sense 
of unity. 

Team members said they 
believe there is a need to identify a 
common destination for the valley’s 
future, even though there may be 
different paths to that destination. 

“What our team was able to 
come away with has the potential 
to be a valley-wide game changer,” 
said Gunnison Councilwoman and 
team member Carolyn Riggs. “We 
have such amazing assets in the 
Gunnison Valley and we will begin 
with that foundation for economic 
and community prosperity that has 
never been tackled to this degree. 

“Our future prosperity is reliant 
upon local leaders stepping up 
to unify our community. We also 
recognize that we need to invite 
and engage the Gunnison Valley 
community to successfully create 
a pathway forward that enhances 
our economic prosperity. We are in 
a great position to do just that.” 

Next, the group will go back to 
their respective entities to describe 
the workshop and ideas for 
subsequent steps. 

Look for a letter to the editor 
in local newspapers describing 
tangible next steps from the 
workshop. 

For more information, contact 
Cathie Pagano or Russ Forrest at 
Gunnison County Community 
Development, 970.641.0360. 

Vision sought for valley’s future
Leaders come away from workshop seeking unity

Members of the Gunnison Valley team discuss connectivity and linkages across the county. Pictured here (l-r) 
are Bryan Wickenhauser, Jonathan Houck, Russ Forrest and Glen Michel.
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The Gunnison Valley team takes a break from 
talks at the Community Builders Leadership 

Institute. Pictured clockwise from bottom 
left are: Crested Butte Town Councilor Glen 

Michel, county planner Cathie Pagano, County 
Commissioner Jonathan Houck, John Sale from 
Crested Butte Mountain Resort, Julie Feier from 

Western State Colorado University, Crested 
Butte Town Manager Todd Crossett, Gunnison 

County Community Development Director Russ 
Forrest, Gunnison City Councilwoman Carolyn 
Riggs and Bryan Wickenhauser, representing 

I-Bar Ranch and the Gunnison Chamber of 
Commerce.

A map 
depicting 
connectivity 
and linkages 
drawn during 
a session at 
the recent 
workshop.
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AFFORDABLE

BEAUTIFUL LOG HOME AT 414 N. Taylor includes 
sunporch, gorgeous landscaping, 1 car garage, 

hardwood floors, fireplace, new plumbing & electric, 
carport, extra insulation, french doors, 

3 bdrm/3 bath; $359,000

ENJOY THE PANORAMIC VIEWS from this 2570sf 
home on nearly 7 acres, no covenants, solar hot 
water preheat system, 3 car garage, unfinished 

basement, appliances, metal roof, built in 2001, no 
homeowners’ association. 121 Mountainside Dr; 

$399,999

LARGE IN-TOWN HOME with ground level 
apartment at 295 N. 3rd for $241,000.  Lots of 
passive solar, deck, fenced yard, extra large 2 
car garage, 3 bdrm/2 bath plus 1 bdrm/1 bath 

apartment.  Great price per sq ft.  Call Cathie for 
details.

TELLER STREET COTTAGES close to the Visitors’ 
Center at 107 N. Teller for $375,000.  Includes main 
home with 4 rentals with excellent income and rental 

history.  Get details at www.clarkeagency.net

CHICKEN HILL RANCH southeast of Gunnison in 
Colorado Mountain Ranches.  2100sf home with 

2100sf garage on 103 acres for $399,000. Seasonal 
access, off the grid.

NORTH ELK MEADOWS HOME with top notch 
view corridors at 189 Sandpiper Trail for $349,900.  3 

bdrm/3 bath, 2 car attached & heated garage.

PRICE REDUCED to $152,000 on this 3 bdrm/2 
bath home with garage & vaulted ceilings at 1106 N. 

Colorado.  A real value!

MAIN STREET LOCATION:  Great for bar, 
restaurant, retail, or office.  138 N. Main; $250,000

CINNAMON TEAL CONDO at 308 S. 11th features 
attached garage, 2 bdrm/2 bath, reasonable 

association dues; $145,000

GORGEOUS BUILDING SITE WITH VIEWS, 15 
minutes northeast of Gunnison off Esty Lane.  23 

acres borders public lands; $149,900

IN-TOWN BUILDING SITE, 1/4 acre, utilities 
available; $74,000

104 ACRES WITH SEASONAL ACCESS, great 
hunting country, $12 per year real estate taxes; 

$79,000

CABIN HOMESITE WITH seasonal access, just 3 
miles off Hwy 50 on the Lake City cut-off road.  38 

acres for $45,000

COMMERCIAL BUILDING SITE in the 100 block of 
S. 11th St.19 acre for $110,000

INDUSTRIAL ZONED BUILDING SITES on Bidwell 
& S. 12th;  $21,700 per lot.

STAR MOUNTAIN RANCH, 5 acre building site 
with top notch views, springs, wildflowers, trees.  

$199,000

COUNTRY HOME NORTH 
OF TOWN, with solar atrium 
for lower heat bills.  Includes 

3 bdrm/2 bath, 2 garages, 
storage shed, fenced yard.  
270 CR 8; $369,500

NEW LISTING close to 
Cranor Hill Ski Area at 
451 Candlelight Ln for 

$285,000.  Includes 
2600+sf home, 3 bdrm/3 bath, 

2 woodburning stoves.

NEWER home just 1/2 mile 
north of Gunnison includes 
1088sf garage for 2 cars + 
outdoor gear & toys.  Bask 
in the sunshine beaming in 
the numerous south facing 

windows, or relax on the south 
facing deck.  Beautiful 3 bdrm/2 

bath, 1921sf home at 100 
Snowflake Dr; $349,500

FEATURED PROPERTY

home close to the University, downtown, & the 
Recreation/Community Center.  3 bdrm/2 bath 

home w/ 2 car garage, gardens, deck, trees, con-
crete driveway.  1104 N. Colorado; $159,000
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