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GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
December 11, 2012 

 
The December 11, 2012 meeting was held in the Commissioners’ boardroom in the Courthouse located at 

200 E. Virginia, Gunnison, Colorado.  Present were: 
 

Hap Channell, Chairperson     Matthew Birnie, County Manager 

Paula Swenson, Vice-Chairperson    Katherine Haase, Clerk to the Board  
Phil Chamberland, Commissioner   Others Present as Listed in Text  

        
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Channell called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm. 

 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT COMPETITIVE OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE; FORMAL BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:  County Attorney David Baumgarten and Paralegal Rachel 
Magruder were present for discussion.     

 

County Attorney Baumgarten reminded the Board that the 8/2/12 Oil and Gas Lease Sale, focusing on the 
North Fork Valley, was withdrawn by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  The current sale focuses 

on the State of Colorado, and portions of the State of Arizona.  He acknowledged that the BLM reduced 
the potentially affected acreage from 3,800 to 1,580 after hearing objections.   

 
Commissioner Chamberland expressed concern related to inadvertently appearing opposed to 

development by submission of the draft correspondence.  He pondered the location of the existing leases 

compared to those in the proposed areas, and the access from leased and unleased parcels to the 
proposed parcels.  County Attorney Baumgarten stated that the answers may be asked of the BLM. 

 
Chairperson Channell felt that the County’s history doesn’t indicate an opposition to leases.  He also 

noted that the County would need to comment parcel-by-parcel as that is how the BLM is evaluating this 

issue.   
 

Mt. Emmons Moly Company representative Perry Anderson, present for discussion, relayed his frustration 
with this process since the industry is highly regulated and an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) had 

previously been done.  He asked that the correspondence clearly support the lease sale. 
 

The draft correspondence was discussed and amendments were agreed upon.  Moved by Commissioner 

Swenson, seconded by Chairperson Channell to approve the letter to the Bureau of Land Management for 
the Competitive Oil and Gas Lease Sale in the Upper North Fork area, as amended with the additional 

paragraph today.  Commissioner Chamberland stated that the document had many good comments, but 
that he took issue with a few parcels.  He will communicate his concerns to the BLM separately.  

Chairperson Channell acknowledged Mr. Anderson’s concerns as valid, but noted that the County is within 

its rights and functions to ask for further mitigation clarification beyond an EIS.  Motion carried.  
(Commissioner Chamberland voted against the motion.)   

 
ADJOURN:  Moved by Commissioner Swenson, seconded by Commissioner Chamberland to adjourn the 

meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 1:23 pm. 

 
 

__________________________________ 
Hap Channell, Chairperson 

 
 

__________________________________ 

Paula Swenson, Vice-Chairperson 
 

 
__________________________________ 

Phil Chamberland, Commissioner 

Minutes Prepared By: 
 

__________________________________ 
Katherine Haase, Deputy County Clerk 

 
Attest: 

 

__________________________________ 
Stella Dominguez, County Clerk 


