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Discussion


We would like to give a brief, informational presentation about an initiative to eliminate single use plastic bags from the Gunnison Valley. We have
presented this information to the public in Gunnison and Crested Butte and would like to offer it to the Commissioners as well.


Visitor; Office for Resource Efficiency Executive Director Kristen Van Hoesen; Initiative to Eliminate Singe-Use Plastic Bags from the Gunnison
Valley


blucero@gunnisoncounty.org
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A community-wide initiative to eliminate single-
use plastic bags from the Gunnison Valley.







The Problem with Plastic
 Approximately two billion (2,000,000,000) disposable bags are used annually


in Colorado, but less than five percent (5%) are recycled.
 The average U.S. citizen uses 400 bags per year; multiply this by our local


population of Gunnison (5,800) and CB (1,500) and that is over 3,000,000
bags!


 91% of Americans have access to plastic bag recycling but less than 3% of
all plastic bags are recycled.


 The recycling process is fuel, water and energy intensive and creates a
product that is more expensive to make than to buy. It costs less than a
penny to manufacture a plastic bag but the cleanup cost is 21 cents to the
taxpayers.


 An American family will take home 1500 plastic bags a year; each bag has
an average life of 12 minutes before disposal.


 20 nations and 88 local governments have passed bans on disposable
plastic bags.


 Retailers spend up to six thousand dollars a month on single-use bags, which
averages 2 to 5 cents a bag, and is then carried over to the consumer.


 Plastic bags are among the items that are most often found in coastal
cleanups and contribute to nearly 90% of debris in our oceans.







Who We Are







sSponsorship







The Vision
 Ordinances adopted by the Crested


Butte, Mt. Crested Butte and Gunnison
Councils to reduce plastic bag waste
through …
 The elimination of single-use plastic bags at


grocery and retail locations.
 Assessing a ten cent fee on paper bags.
 Furthering the county-wide sustainability


efforts and reducing the County’s carbon
footprint as outlined in the Energy Action
Plans.







Who else is doing it?
Let’s join the growing number of Colorado towns
moving toward a sustainable future:
 Telluride (pop. 2,290), January 2011.
 Aspen (pop. 6,680), May 2012.
 Carbondale (pop. 6,500), May 2012.
 Boulder (pop. 100,000), July 2013.
 Breckenridge (pop. 4,500), October 2013.


20 nations and 88 local governments have passed
bans on disposable plastic bags!











Goals & Objectives
 Provide a open forum for business and public input.


 Promote a shift away from a “use-and-toss” mentality toward a
reusable, conscious culture through education and outreach; each
reusable bag can eliminate hundreds (if not thousands) of plastic
bags.


 Provide a free, reusable “Gunnison Valley” souvenir bag to residents
and visitors.
 Production goal of 10,000 bags.
 Distribution locations throughout the Valley.
 Designed by Gunnison Valley art students.


 Present proposed ordinances and petition
signatures to local governments by Earth
Day, April 22, 2014.


These ordinances could remove upwards
of 3,000,000 plastic bags from the LOCAL landfills
and environment!







Frequently Asked Questions
 When would an ordinance go into effect?


 Should the Town Councils decide to adopt an
ordinance, it would go into effect six months
following, which would give businesses and
customers a ‘transition period’ during which to
use remaining plastic bag inventory, convert to
paper, educate employees and customers and
make a smooth transition from plastic bags.


 How does the bag fee work?
 If adopted, all grocery and retail locations in


Gunnison, Crested Butte and Mt. Crested Butte
are required to charge 10 cents for every paper
bag used at checkout. The stores retain five cents
of the fee and the remaining five cents is sent to
the respective municipality to address the
impacts of disposable bags in our community.







Frequently Asked Questions
 What happens to the money collected for paper bags?


 Revenues from the fee are divided between store owners
and the respective municipalities in which their business is
located. Store owners will keep up to 50% of the fee collected
in order to cover their costs complying with the ordinance,
training employees, converting to paper from plastic, etc. All
other revenues from the fee will go back into the program to
provide public information about bag use and programs, to
reduce the use of disposable bags, and to encourage the
use of reusable bags including providing reusable bags to
residents and visitors. The ten cent charge is a fee not a tax
and cannot be used for general government operations.


 Are some types of bags exempt from the fee?
 Yes. The fee is only charged on paper bags used at checkout


- it does not apply to bags used inside stores such as produce
bags, bulk food bags, or bags used to wrap meat or fish. It
also does not apply to newspaper bags or bags provided by
pharmacists, garment bags, or bags sold in packages
containing multiple bags for uses such as food storage,
garbage, pet waste, or yard waste.







Frequently Asked Questions
 As a business owner how do I collect and pay


fees?
 Fees are collected within your regular point of sale


and remitted to the town monthly with your sales tax
payments.


 Can retail store owners pay the fee for the
customer?
 No, an ordinance would prohibit store owners from


paying or otherwise refunding the fee amount to
customers. The intent of the bag fee ordinance is to
dissuade customers from using disposable bags. If
store owners pay the fee, the motivation for
customers to avoid taking a disposable bag is
lessened.







Frequently Asked Questions
 How can I avoid paying 10 cents?


 You can avoid paying the 10 cent bag fee by using your
own bag that you bring with you to the store. You can also
choose not to bag your purchase.


 Why don't we just promote recycling plastic bags?
 91% of Americans have access to plastic bag recycling


but less than 3% of all plastic bags are recycled. The
recycling process is fuel, water and energy intensive and
creates a product that is more expensive to make than to
buy. It costs less than a penny to manufacture a plastic
bag but the cleanup cost is 21 cents to the
taxpayers. Plastic bags create major problems at recycling
facilities. They jam and shut down machinery, accounting
for almost a third of labor costs. Plastic bags that get
mixed with other recyclables also contaminate the end
materials, lowering their quality and value.







Get Involved! 
 Sign the petition.
 Donate/become a sponsor.
 Sign up to volunteer.
 Be an advocate – write a letter of support


to your elected officials and your editor.
 “BE THE CHANGE!”


Achim Steiner, head of the UN
Environmental Program, recently said "there
is simply zero justification for manufacturing
[plastic bags] any more, anywhere."







For More Information
The Office for Resource Efficiency
202 East Georgia Ave  Gunnison, CO  81230
(970) 641-7682
www.resourceefficiency.org
www.facebook.com/EliminatePlasticBagsGunnisonValley
www.facebook.com/OREGunnisonValley



http://www.resourceefficiency.org/
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~~~The Gunnison Basin Roundtable~~~
BASIN  IMPLEMENTATION  PLAN - PROGRESS REPORT 1


BACKGROUND: The Gunnison River Basin is a major tributary of 
the Colorado River, providing on average at least one- 
seventh of that river’s water supply for the 35-40 million 
people who use its water, the four million acres of land 
it irrigates, and the great array of recreational and
educational adventures on public lands around the river.


Rugged geography and elevation divide the Gunnison 
Basin into a very diverse region. The climate and topo-
graphy of the upper valleys (above 7,000 ft. elevation)
limit them primarily to livestock and hay production agricul-
turally; they are also notable for their recreational and environ-
mental value. Rich alluvial floodplains in the Lower Uncompahgre 
and North Fork valleys have some of the West’s most productive 
farmland, noted for fruit and vegetable crops. But several of these areas 
are separated by a very rugged central region of wilderness mountains
and canyons, and the Lower Gunnison Basin is a largely uninhabited high 
desert region. More than half of the Gunnison Basin is public lands. 


NATURAL DIVISIONS OF THE 


GUNNISON RIVER BASIN


THE  COLORADO  WATER  PLANNING  PROCESS


Since 2003, the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) has been conducting and updating a Statewide Water
Supply Initiative study of the state’s water resources (SWSI). Given the state demographer’s population projections of
3 to 5 million additional inhabitants by mid-century, the SWSI study indicates a significant gap by then between the
state’s known water resources and the projected demand for water for the expanded population. Depending on the
implementation of conservation measures and the construction of planned projects between now and then, “The Gap”
may be from 200,000 to 600,000 acre-feet of water annually (65-200 million gallons) - mostly on the Front Range.


Confronting those projections, Governor John Hickenlooper in May 2013 ordered the CWCB to develop a “Colorado
Water Plan” with a 2050 horizon. His Executive Order established three overall end goals for the planning process:


l A productive economy that supports vibrant and sustainable cities, viable and productive agriculture, and
a robust skiing, recreation, and tourism industry;


l Efficient and effective water infrastructure promoting smart land use; and


l A strong environment that includes healthy watersheds, rivers and streams, and wildlife.


The Governor’s order instructed the CWCB to bring the Basin Roundtables into the planning process, along with other
“ad hoc” groups; the CWCB has therefore assigned each basin’s Roundtable to draft a Basin Implementation Plan for
meeting its own needs, both consumptive (agriculture, municipal/domestic and industrial) and nonconsuptive (environ-
mental, recreational and other uses like hydropower that use water without consuming it).


Each Basin Implementation Plan is asked to 1) define Basin goals, consistent with the statewide goals; 2) assess
Basin consumptive and nonconsumptive needs; 3) evaluate the Basin’s constraints and opportunities in meeting
those needs and implementing goals; 4) identify and analyze projects, programs or methods that would enable the
Basin’s needs and goals to be met; 5) identify project-specific strategies necessary to carry out the Basin’s projects,
programs and methods; and 6) determine how success in meeting Basin needs and goals would be measured. 


These Basin Implementation Plans are to be completed by July of this year, at which point the CWCB staff will shape
them all into a statewide water plan by year’s end that will provide a map for further developing or redirecting the
state’s water resources as necessary to address “The Gap” by mid-century.


The Gunnison Basin Roundtable was formed by statute in 2005, under the “Colorado Water for the 21st Century” Act; it is
one of nine similar Roundtables in Colorado, charged to “encourage locally driven collaborative solutions to water supply
challenges,” assess “basin-wide consumptive and nonconsumptive water supply needs,” and “serve as forum for educa-
tion and debate regarding methods for meeting water supply needs.” Its 32 members represent all local governments
and significant economic sectors in the Basin. The next logical step for the Roundtables, after fulfilling those charges, is
to take on the new task of developing a statewide water plan....







THE  GUNNISON  BASIN  IMPLEMENTATION  PLAN


DEFINING GOALS: The first step in drafting the plan has been to define goals that will guide the development of the Gunnison Basin
Implementation Plan. The drafting committee began with Intrabasin Goals, to guide the future internal development of water
resources within the Basin, to mid-century. One priority goal was established early in the discussion:


• Protect existing water uses in the Gunnison Basin. This signifies a general satisfaction with the mix of uses - agricultural,
municipal and domestic, industrial, recreational, educational and environmental - in the Gunnison Basin today; any new project
should be evaluated in terms of potential impact on the existing mix of uses.


That primary goal is to be supported or complemented by the following goals, given no priority over each other:


• Discourage the conversion of productive agricultural land to all other uses within the context of private property rights.


• Improve agricultural water supplies to reduce shortages.


• Identify and address municipal and industrial water shortages.


• Quantify and protect nonconsumptive water uses.


• Identify, quantify and encourage beneficial relationships between agricultural water uses and nonconsumptive uses. 


• Restore, maintain, and modernize critical water infrastructure, including hydropower.


• Maintain an active and comprehensive public education process about water resources in the Gunnison Basin.


The committee then generated several Statewide Principles to guide the Basin in further developing its relationships with the other
Basins on the West Slope, and also with the rest of the state:


• Future supply of Colorado River water is highly variable and uncertain; therefore any proponent of a new supply project from the
Colorado River System must accept the risk of a shortage of supply however the shortage occurs, strictly adhere to the prior
appropriation doctrine, and protect existing water uses and communities from adverse impacts resulting from the new supply
project. (“New supply” in the context of these principles, refers to any new project taking water from the Colorado River Basin
with water rights later than December 31, 2013.)


• A new supply development from any location in the Colorado River System must be explicitly recognized as impacting the entire
Upper Colorado River Basin, due to still-undefined Colorado River Compact obligations.


• Any new supply project from the Colorado River System must have specifically identified sponsors and beneficiaries, and must
meet certain minimum criteria concerning the subsequent use of that water.


• Appropriate demand management and water conservation techniques must be employed prior to any new supply development
from the Colorado River System.


• Local or regional solutions, rather than a major state water project, must be utilized to meet specified future water needs.


• Adequate water supply factors must be incorporated into land use planning and development.


• Scenario planning (low, medium, high) should be used for water planning, given uncertainties like climate change.


l Continue statewide discussion and education concerning the Gunnison Basin Roundtable vision for Colorado water development.


DRAFT  NEEDS  ASSESSMENT: Consultant Greg Johnson has held meetings with agricultural and municipal consumptive users and recre-
ational/environmental nonconsumptive users, and ascertained these shortages and other project or program needs in the Basin:


l Agricultural shortages exist in all Basin Water Districts, most of it reflecting a need for storage of water for late-summer and fall
irrigation. SWSI 2010 estimates this Basin shortage at ~128,000 acre-feet (>2 million acre-feet statewide). 


l Municipal/domestic and industrial shortages will probably be modest in the Basin, despite a projected doubling of population
(mostly urban); SWSI 2010 projects M&I shortages at ~6,500 acre-feet/year (~1% of the 2050 statewide shortage). There are
other M&I challenges, however. The main M&I water supplier in the Basin, Project 7 serving 50,000 people in the Montrose-Delta
Corridor depends on water from the aging Gunnison Tunnel with only a 30-day reserve supply.


l It is difficult to quantify all of the nonconsumptive uses of water in the Basin, especially environmental “ecosystem services.”
Recreational user groups, however, have increasing economic impacts in the valley. American Whitewater, for example, has done
a quantitative analysis of optimal flows for whitewater sports in the Gunni-son Basin, and similar information for other recreational
uses will be included in the analysis of future developments.


In all of these technical meetings, however, all users indicated an awareness that there was neither political will nor econom-
ic resources for addressing shortages; the main concern expressed was that the shortages not grow significantly worse in
the future, through either in-basin development or state-level projects or programs. (See priority intrabasin goal above.)


What does the Gunnison Basin Roundtable need from you now?


We need to know if the Intrabasin Goals and Statewide Principles the Roundtable presents above are consistent with
your hopes for the Basin’s future. We will present some questions to stimulate discussion on that during today’s meeting.


There is also an online survey that will help us decide what to focus on in identifying projects or programs for future
planning: http://www.coloradomesa.edu/watercenter/GunniBasinPlan.html. We would deeply appreciate it if you
would take 10 minutes to engage that survey.


For more information on this planning process, call (970-641-4340) or email George Sibley (george@gard-sibley.org).








 GUNNISON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


MEETING NOTICE – Revision #1   
 


DATE:  Tuesday, March 25, 2014 
PLACE:   Planning Commission Meeting Room 


 Blackstock Government Center (221 N. Wisconsin Street, Gunnison, CO 81230) 


 


 


NOTE:  This agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items up to 24 hours in advance or the deletion of items at any time.  All times are approximate.  The 
County Manager and Deputy County Manager’s reports may include administrative items not listed.  Regular Meetings, Public Hearings, and Special Meetings are recorded 
and ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON ANY ITEM.   Work Sessions are not recorded and formal action cannot be taken.  For further information, contact the County 
Administration office at 641-0248.  If special accommodations are necessary per ADA, contact 641-0248 or TTY 641-3061 prior to the meeting.   


1:00 pm • DELETED:  Colorado River Water Conservation District Report  


 
1:30  • Request for Road Closure; Gunnison Rotary Club; 4th of July Fireworks Celebration 


 


2:00  • Reclamation Permit Discussion  
 


2:30  • Visitor; Office for Resource Efficiency Executive Director Kristen Van Hoesen; Initiative to 
Eliminate Singe-Use Plastic Bags from the Gunnison Valley 


 


2:45  • Break 
 


3:00  • Gunnison Basin Water Planning Process; Public Information and Input 
 


• Adjourn 


 
 


Please Note: Packet materials for the above discussions will be available on the Gunnison County website at 
http://www.gunnisoncounty.org/meetings no later than 6:00 pm on the Friday prior to the meeting.   


 



http://www.gunnisoncounty.org/meetings



